My La Palma
Story
TRAVIS FAMILY CELEBRATING
50 YEARS IN LA PALMA
By Don Travis
On July 4, 1970, the Travis family—Don, Nora, Patricia (Patty), and
Lori—settled into our brand-new La Palma home on Crestview
Circle, after having visited it during various stages of construction.
Fifty years later to the day, Don and Nora gathered with neighbors
in front of the house to celebrate.
Before coming to La Palma, we lived in Whittier and before that in
Montebello. We chose to move to La Palma because it had easy
access to several freeways and the “Ponderosa 401 Plan” home was
the perfect size for our family. Plus we managed to find the only
house at the end of a cul-de-sac in that tract, which gave us a
larger backyard and a nice view down Crestview Circle.
When we first moved to La Palma, there were only dairy fields
between our house and Valley View (we’ll never forget the smell of
those dairy cows, especially after the rain). Although the hardened
cow manure made it difficult to till the soil, it sure made our
flowers grow! Frogs and birds gathered at the little creek with the
cows, and we enjoyed watching the newborn calves. Of course the
flies on our front door were not fun. The most exciting part of all
though, was when a huge hay storage barn caught fire and burned
for several days.
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The girls both attended George B. Miller Elementary School, then
Walker Junior High, and finally John F. Kennedy High School. Patty
went on to study at USC and Chapman and Lori at the University of
Phoenix. In junior high, Patty and her friend and neighbor Kari Ota
created Stupid Star Magazine. Sitting together on the front porch
of the Travis house with a typewriter and some teeny-bopper
magazines to cut out photos to accompany some pretty silly stories
about famous personalities of the day, they put together several
issues. Sadly the magazine had a short run and no subscribers.
Later Patty and her close friend Kim (Jocelyn) Reina, who died in
the terrorist bombing over Lockerbie, wrote for the Walker school
newspaper as “Rolls Royce” and “Sundance.” Patty is now the
managing editor of a real magazine and uses her real name,
although she goes by Patricia. While at Chapman she wrote a oneact play that takes place in 1979 La Palma called, “The Ponderosa”:
A Southern California Tract-Home Ghost Story (who says a ghost
story can’t happen in a new house!). She also wrote a novel, A
Winter’s Blooming, which happily has sold a few copies (unlike
Stupid Star Magazine).
Lori was a member of Color Guard at Walker and JFK. It would have
been a proud moment in the Travis household to watch her twirl
and swirl her Fighting Irish flag while marching down Main Street
USA Disneyland, except that the streets were too small. They
couldn’t do their routine after all! She participated in many
parades and football games, proudly representing Walker and JFK.
In the ʼ80s, Kennedy provided driver’s education classes on campus
and driving practice around the city. Lori’s driver’s education
teacher set up a course on the school parking lot where students
had to drive between the cones. If they hit one, the teacher made
them get out of their car and yell “I’M SORRY, MR. CONE!” as loud as
they could. To this day, Lori has an aversion to street cones and
avoids them at all costs. She and Sam Rake have been married for
over 25 years.
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Every Friday night we all went out to dinner, usually somewhere
close by in Buena Park. Don kept Lori busy by writing out
mathematical problems on a paper placemat which she never
failed to solve, while Patty kept herself busy by drawing pictures
all over the placemat. Lori is now the Accounting Supervisor for
the City of La Palma Finance Department, where she has worked
for over 18 years (Patty still likes to draw pictures on placemats in
restaurants). Her Department was recently honored for 22
consecutive years of financial reporting excellence.
There were lots of fun times at Knott’s Berry Farm, especially with
Don’s parents. Of course there was Disneyland fireworks every
night at 9:20 p.m. (which we could see from upstairs when the
field was still there). Patty said that when she grew up she was
going to go to Disneyland every day, to which her mom replied,
“Oh, honey, by then, you’ll be so tired of it.” She reminded her
parents of this when she got a job there and went to Disneyland
every day.
As an artist, Nora became active in the Cypress Art Association.
With others from La Palma, she worked in oil painting and then
water color. Nora won a contest for a City of Cypress historical site
painting, and her work still hangs in City Hall. With a team of
others at the house, she created a tile column that still stands in
front of the Cypress City Hall. Since 1988, Nora has operated a
successful Haviland china antique business licensed in La Palma.
She has published popular books on Haviland and traveled to
porcelain china factories in Limoges, France.
One of Don’s favorite memories is when he volunteered to help his
neighbor run the Veteran’s Day Parade. Don found himself in the
middle of Walker Street, at the starting line with no clipboard of
the line-up list and no clue what to do and no neighbor in sight!
He’s happy to report that the parade still managed to be a success.
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Today, Don and Nora continue to enjoy the La Palma community
and various events, especially the summer concerts in the park
and annual parades (though Don makes sure he has a clipboard if
he helps out now). Since Lori works for the City, she’s able to see
Mom and Dad for lunch or dinner on a regular basis. Patricia
returns home as often as possible as she lives on the North Shore
of Boston. When she does, she and her husband Peter head
straight over to A’Roma Ristorante for the best Italian food in
town! Also La Capilla, El Torito, and Marie Calendars were
favorites! Of the three, La Capilla remains a staple in La Palma.

Travis Family in front of their La Palma home on
Crestview Circle (1970)

