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La Palma’s Central Park Goes Smoke and Tobacco Free 

 
LA PALMA, Calif. – La Palma’s Central Park became smoke and tobacco free on February 1, 2011, 

creating a healthier environment for all patrons.  The new restriction comes after more than a year of 

research and public comment.  A recent telephone survey showed that 60% of La Palma residents 

were in favor of a full ban on smoking in Central Park. 

 

Director Michael Belknap notes that, “One of the target issues for the Recreation and Community 

Services Department is to encourage and support health and well-being.  Creating a smoke and 

tobacco free environment assists in that effort.”   Statistics from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention show that smoking is responsible for the premature death of over 440,000 Americans each 

year, of which 49,000 deaths are from secondhand smoke. 

 

A community education campaign is currently underway to inform all guests of the new law.  Violators 

of the Ordinance may be cited up to $250.  For additional information, residents are encouraged to 

contact the Recreation and Community Services Department at (714) 690-3350. 

 

About the City of La Palma 

The City of La Palma is a 1.9 square mile general law city in northwest Orange County, consisting of 
16,081 residents and 482 commercial and industrial businesses.  The City was incorporated in 1955 
under the name of Dairyland and has 65 full-time and 35 part-time employees. 
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