
 

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 2016-28 
 

July 21, 2016 
 

 
TO:  La Palma City Council 
 
FROM: Laurie A. Murray, City Manager     
 
 
In This Week’s Report 

 ADP to make significant reinvestment  

 Billboard Update  

 SCORE Workshop (w/Attachment) 

 Maroon Drive, Trinity Lane, and Sharon Drive Traffic Concerns (w/Attachment) 

 New Officer Being Sworn In  

 New SEAACA Officer Assigned to La Palma  

 Parking Citation Review Process  

 Pokémon GO! 

 Personnel Activity 

 Agenda Planning Guide 
  

Other Attachments & Correspondence from Other Organizations 

 Traffic Safety Committee Agenda 

 Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) News 

 State Controller’s Orange County Regional July Newsletter 

 Congresswoman Linda Sanchez Senior Fair 

 

 

City Manager’s Office News 
 
Pokémon GO!: The Pokémon GO craze has been shocking to most people 
over the age of 30. The new virtual reality game where “Pokémon trainers” 
capture and train their Pokémons has been a huge hit nationwide. Visits to the 
City’s Central Park and Civic Center complex have exploded. These public 
locations are known as PokéStops and Gyms within the game, where 

participants get rewards and can ‘battle’ for control of the Gym with other Pokémon players.  
Recently, our officers estimated that 100 people were in the park past 11:00 p.m. at night 
playing the Pokémon GO game. Therefore, out of respect for nearby residents, officers have 
been reminding players of the City’s park curfew from 10:30 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.  The City did 
receive one email about the curfew enforcement and the Police Chief has responded. We are 
preparing a light-hearted reminder for Pokémon GO participants about personal safety and the 
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park curfew and will be sharing the message through the City’s social media outlets.  We would 
like to remind Drivers and Players alike to remain aware of their surroundings. 
 
 
Community Development News 
 

ADP to make significant reinvestment: Last week staff met with ADP 
representatives regarding the processing of a major renovation of their La 
Palma Headquarters at 5355 Orangethorpe Avenue. During the meeting 
ADP representatives indicated they had closed their leased Buena Park 

office and relocated about 250 employees to their La Pon closing another leased office in Los 
Angeles County and relocating those employees to Headquarters too resulting in the total 
number of employees to be 1,000.  To do so, they recognized their property is tired and need 
of significant renovations and upgrades.  
 
ADP has an $8-10 million budget for renovating their headquarter building. Their desire is to 
have a two phase project so that they can work around existing employees and their busy 
season (November to March.)  It is staff’s understanding that most of the project budget will be 
spent on new furniture, lighting, flooring, and wall coverings; however, there will be some 
significant physical improvements to bring the facility up to accessibility, building, and green 
code standards. Those types of tenant improvements should result in additional property tax 
increment for the City. 

 
Billboard Update: Foster Interstate Media, Inc. (FIMI) notified staff last week that they have 
secured a lease for a second billboard site at 6907 Marlin Circle. Negotiations for a site north 
of the 91 freeway were protracted and very difficult. Now with a second lease in hand FIMI has 
ordered a soil reports and directed their civil engineer to prepare plans for the Marlin Circle 
billboard. Once project plans have been submitted to the City, CEQA review of the proposed 
project must take place prior to City Council taking any entitlement actions. Preparation and 
circulation of an Initial Study (IS) and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) take approximately 
8-10 weeks. Staff anticipates the project for the second billboard to be agendized in early Fall. 
 
As you may recall, the Development Agreement for the 5545 Orangethorpe Avenue Billboard 
is conditioned that trees within the Caltrans right-of-way be removed. Staff has met with 
Caltrans and they were amenable to replacing the taller eucalyptus species with lower canopy 
trees. Caltrans requested that construction plans for tree replacement be prepared for their 
consideration. FIMI retained a landscape architect firm, PGAdesigns, to prepare the required 
construction plans. Those plans were delivered by staff to Caltrans last Thursday. Caltrans 
indicated it would be approximately three weeks before we hear back from them on the plan to 
remove and replace approximately 45 trees in the freeway right-of-way.    
 
SCORE Workshop (w/Attachment): In the June 16, 2016, weekly report we informed you that 
the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) had obtained a grant to cover their expenses 
for putting on Small Business Workshops. SCORE reached out to La Palma because they felt 
our venue was one of the best for Small Business Workshops. We have agreed to host- at no 
cost to the City - and are looking to re-introduce the workshops on the Third Thursday of the 
month. The first workshop is scheduled for August 18, 2016 and features tips, tricks, and apps 
that you can use right now to make a do it yourself (DIY) testimonial video for your 
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business…right on your smart phone. The Flyer for the workshop is provided as an attachment, 
please be sure to pass along the information to those who might benefit.   
 
 
Community Services News 
 
Maroon Drive, Trinity Lane, and Sharon Drive Traffic Concerns (w/Attachment): Earlier 
this spring a resident addressed the City Council concerned about vehicles speeding on these 
streets, which she believed caused the death of the family cat.  City Council referred these 
concerns to the Traffic Safety Committee for review and consideration.  The City Engineer 
reviewed the concerns, gathered data, and identified what the City has already done in this 
area (memo attached).  His recommendation is that no additional traffic calming measures are 
needed or warranted at this time.  Given this, staff is not taking this item to the Traffic Safety 
Committee for consideration.  Although we’re not recommending additional traffic calming 
measures, the Police Department has increased enforcement in the area and continues to do 
so.  Should conditions change, staff will re-evaluate.   
 
 

Police Department News 
 

New Officer Being Sworn In: We are happy and excited to welcome our newest police officer, 
Rochelle Hunter.  Officer Hunter will be sworn in on Monday, August 15, 2016 at 9:00 am in 
the City Council Chambers. 
 
New SEAACA Officer Assigned to La Palma: SEAACA just went through their annual staff 
rotation and we have a new officer assigned to our City.  Officer Ricardo Ortega will be patrolling 
the City from Wednesday through Sunday, from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  During the hours 
that Officer Ortega is not on duty, other SEAACA officers in the area are assigned to respond 
to calls in La Palma. 
 
Parking Citation Review Process: At the last City Council meeting, a citizen raised concerns 
about street sweeping violation citations he received when his cars could not be parked in his 
driveway because it was blocked by construction equipment and vehicles.  The Police 
Department does have a process that residents can follow in order to have their parking 
citations reviewed for dismissal.  A supervisor is assigned on each shift to review the citation 
contest forms, and a dismissal may be granted from time to time depending on the 
circumstance.  Electronically generated citations may also be contested on-line by following 
the instructions printed on the back of the citation. The citizen’s citations will be reviewed when 
he submits them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citywide News 
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Full Time Personnel Activity 

Position Status 

Police Officer Candidates in background 

Police Dispatcher/Clerk Second interview to be held July 27 

Police Records Clerk (Part Time) First Interviews to be held July 28 and August 2 

Water/Maintenance Supervisor First Interview to be held July 27 

 
 

 
Agenda Planning Guide 

(All meetings start at 7:00 p.m., unless otherwise indicated) 
Items listed on the planning guide are tentative and subject to move to different dates 

 
 
August 2 
Climatec Project Close Out/Streetlight 
Discussion  
Water Conservation/Water Alert Status 
Adoption of E-Cigarette Ordinance 
Reduction of Community Activities and 
Beautification Committee (CAB) Members 
 
August 16 
Cash and Investment Reports as of June 30, 
2016 

 
September 6 
Only Routine Matters Scheduled at this Time 
 
September 20 
Only Routine Matters Scheduled at this Time 
 
October 4 
Only Routine Matters Scheduled at this Time 
 
 

 
 
 



Topic: Make a Testimonial Video for Your Business Right
on Your Smart Phone
A testimonial video can be gold for your business. Join Roni Ramos, Founder & President of Harmony 3 Pro-
ductions as she shares her best tips, tricks, and apps that you can use right now to make a DIY testimonial
video for your business…right on your smart phone. Roni is a Constant Contact Authorized Local Expert and
regularly speaks at educational seminars where she shares tips and advice on a variety of online marketing
methods.

If you have a client who is raving about your business, be ready to capture and share that with video! Show
off your business in its best light, using simple professional techniques, and apps that help make it easy! And
now that you have this great video, learn how to get its seen, using social media and email!

Questions: Call 714-690-3322 or Visit: www.score114.org

Where: Royal Palm Room,
La Palma Community Center
7821 Walker Street,
La Palma, CA 90623

August 18, 2016 Time: 6:00 - 9:00 PM Cost: FREE

Small Business Workshop



Community Services Department 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 
 

To: Mike Belknap 

 Community Services Director  

 

From: Douglas Benash, PE, QSD, City Engineer 

 

Date:     June 28, 2016 

 

RE:        Maroon – Trinity Traffic Safety Concern Analysis   

    

  

 

 
PURPOSE 

 

To determine potential safety concerns associated with the existing traffic control signs and striping at 

the Maroon Street, Trinity Lane and Sharon Drive intersections. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

 

It has been brought to the attention of the Community Services Department of resident concerns 

regarding traffic operations at the intersections of Maroon Drive/Trinity Lane and Sharon Drive in the 

westerly portion of La Palma. The resident is concerned on how vehicles comply with the posted 

signage and traffic striping. These intersections are classified as local residential streets with a prima 

facie speed limit of 25 miles per hour, CVC 22352(a)(2)(A). 

 

The intersection of Maroon Drive/Trinity Lane is a “Tee” intersection. Maroon Drive runs east/west and 

Trinity Lane runs north/south. Maroon Drive enters Trinity Lane from the west leg. The intersection is 

controlled with all-way stop signs.  

 

The intersection of Trinity Lane/Sharon Drive is a “Tee” intersection. Trinity Lane runs north/south and 

Sharon Drive runs east/west. Trinity enters Sharon from the south leg. The intersection is controlled 

with all-way stop signs.  

 

All traffic safety concerns include the review the accident history for the past three (3) years. There are 

no reported accidents provided from the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS), 

which is operated by the California Highway Patrol. Staff confirmed the SWITRS information, the most 

current information from 2011 through 2015, with no accidents were reported. When accidents occur, 

the La Palma Police Department forwards the accident information to the Highway Patrol in inclusion in 

the database. 

 

Additionally staff reviewed maintenance records for these intersections and there were no work orders 

for cleanup or other activities associated with accidents. Over the past several years, Public Works has 

completed the following: 



 

1. In February/March of 2012, Public Works performed a radar speed survey and no vehicles 

showed excessive speed in the neighborhood. 

 

2.  In April 2012 the City completed the current lane striping, stop bars and installation of no 

parking signs. This work also included the trimming of wall vines prior to the sign installations. 

  

3. The City removed a “La Palma Ave Via Denni St” sign near the intersection of Sharon and 

Trinity in April 2016. The City has no record of any issues at these intersections. 

 

Other than increased traffic enforcement, staff also reviewed the potential installation of speed bumps 

on Maroon and Sharon. Speed humps are considered one of the tools for traffic calming of local 

residential streets. Traffic calming consists of the physical design features or measures that may 

include narrowing of the roads, installation of speed humps and/or curb extensions for the purpose of 

slowing down traffic or reducing traffic volumes to improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists and motor 

vehicles.    

 

 
ANALYSIS  

 

The roadway configuration of Maroon-Trinity-Sharon with the current intersection controls of stop signs 

confirms the findings of the radar speed survey completed in February/March of 2012, SWITRS 

reports, and current field observations indicate that no further actions are required.  Additionally, due to 

the lack of accident history and minimal maintenance activities including the lack of reported concerns 

since 2012, there are no known safety concerns that need to be addressed. Therefore, the installation 

of additional regulatory signs, striping or traffic calming measures should not be considered at this time 

for these intersections.  If conditions change in the future, staff will re-evaluate the intersection. 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

 

  



 
 

A G E N D A 
 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

July 25, 2016 
 
 

If you wish to speak before the Traffic Safety Committee, please complete a Speaker Form 
identifying which item(s) you wish to address and provide the Speaker Form to the Committee 
Secretary.  Speaker Forms are available in the City Hall lobby.  Speakers on numbered agenda 
items and Oral Communications (non-agenda items) are limited to five (5) minutes each. 

 
 
                                  6:00 P.M. 

  Council Chambers 
          7822 Walker Street, La Palma 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER   Committee Chair 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Committee Chair 
 
 
ROLL CALL:      Committee Members 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  

 
None Scheduled 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Time Limit:  5 Minutes Each) 
 
Time has been reserved at this point in the Agenda for persons wishing to speak on any item which 
is not listed on the Agenda.  By law, the Traffic Safety Committee is prohibited from taking action 
on such oral comments.  The matter will be automatically referred to staff for appropriate response 
or action or will be placed on the Agenda of a future meeting.  Matters listed on the Agenda may be 
addressed either at this time or at the time they are before the Traffic Safety Committee for 
discussion. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
All matters listed under Consent Calendar will be acted upon by one motion affirming the action 
recommended on the Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion on these items prior to voting 
unless members of the Traffic Safety Committee, Staff, or the public request that specific items 
be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate action.  Any member of the public who 
wishes to discuss a Consent Calendar item should come forward to the microphone and, upon 
recognition by the Chair, state his or her name, address, and the item number. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Approval of the Traffic Safety Committee Minutes (S taff Report) 
  
 Recommendation that the Traffic Safety Committee approve the Minutes of the January 

26, 2015,  Meeting of the La Palma Traffic Safety Committee. 
 
 
REGULAR ITEMS 
 
1. Committee Member Request:  La Palma Avenue/Walker S treet Left Turn Phasing 

(Staff Report) 
 

Recommendation that the Traffic Safety Committee receive and file the report. 
 
2. Committee Member Request:  Varied Speed Limits in D ifferent Jurisdictions (No Staff 

Report) 
 
3. California Joint Powers Training Authority “You Wan t to Put A Stop Sign Where” 

Training Update (No Staff Report)  
 
4. Street Projects Update (No Staff Report) 
 
a) Valley View Street – Orangethorpe to 183rd Street 
b) Fresca Drive & Marlin Circle 
c) La Palma Avenue – Moody Street to Valley View Street 
d) ADA Pedestrian Ramp Improvements – Citywide 
e) Orangethorpe Avenue – Moody Street to Walker Street 
f) Arterial Street Thermal Striping  
g) La Palma Avenue/Del Amo Bridge 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER REMARKS 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR REMARKS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Traffic Safety Committee regarding any 
item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Administration Counter at 
City Hall located at 7822 Walker Street during normal business hours. 

 
NOTE: As a general rule, staff reports or other wri tten documentation have been prepared or 
organized with respect to each item of business lis ted on the agenda.  Copies of these 
materials are on file with the Office of the City C lerk, City Hall, 7822 Walker Street, during 
regular business hours 7:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M., Mond ay through Thursday.  If you have any 
questions regarding any item of business on the age nda for this meeting, or any of the staff 
reports, or other documentation relating to any age nda item, please contact the 
Administrative Secretary, Community Services Depart ment at (714) 690-3310. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, you should contact the  Office of the City Clerk at (714) 690-3334.  
Notification by noon July 25, 2016, will enable the  City to make reasonable accommodations 
to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  
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City of La Palma     
Agenda Item No. 1 
 
MEETING DATE: July 25, 2016    
 
TO:   TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
FROM:  Mike Belknap, Community Services Director 
 
AGENDA TITLE: Traffic Safety Committee Minutes 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is recommended that the Traffic Safety Committee approve the minutes of the April 27, 2015 
Regular Meeting. 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
                                      
Department Director   
 
 
 



  
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
April 27, 2015  

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Committee Chair Lutz called the special meeting of the La Palma 
Traffic Safety Committee to order at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, April 27, 2015, in the Council 
Chamber of La Palma City Hall, 7822 Walker Street, La Palma, California.  
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:      Committee Chair Lutz 
 
 
ROLL CALL:                       Committee Members 
 

Committee Members 
present: 

Almendralo, Jensen, Lutz, Ortega 

 
Committee Members       
absent: 

 
Alvis 

 
City Officials present: 

 
Michael S. Belknap, Community Services Director 
Doug Benash, City Engineer 
Douglas Dumhart, Community Development Director 
Scott Hutter, Associate Planner 
Michelle Rusu, Administrative Secretary 

  
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
1. Approval of the Special Traffic Safety Committee Minutes 

 
Committee Member Lutz called for a vote to approve the Traffic Safety Committee 
Minutes of January 26, 2015; the minutes were approved on the following vote:  
 

  
AYES: 

    
Almendralo, Jensen, Lutz, Ortega  

  
NOES:  

 
None 

  
ABSENT: 

 
John Alvis 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
2. Consideration of subdivision concepts for future Tentative Tract Map 17828, of the 

two Ozawa Family properties located at 7601 and 7621 Walker Street.   
 
 Committee Member Almendralo recused himself from the item since his residence 

is located within the 300 feet radius of the proposed development.    
 

a) Committee Chair Lutz opened the Public Hearing at 6:04 pm. 
 
b) Associate Planner Hutter presented the Staff Report 
 
b) Receive Public Input: 

 
Robert Matthews, 5498 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced 
his concern for traffic safety; his opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and 
his support for Alternative 4 and private Walker Street access. 
 
Sheila Shah, 5508 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced her 
concern for traffic safety; her opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and 
her support for Alternative 4 and private Walker Street access. 
 
Debbie Baker, 5439 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced her 
concern for traffic safety; her opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and 
her support for Alternative 4 and private Walker Street access. 
 
Sharon Gutjahr, 5489 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced her 
concern for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; her 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and her support for Alternative 4 and 
private Walker Street access. 
 
James Zagorski, 5418 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced 
his concern for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; his 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and his support for Alternative 4 and 
private Walker Street access. 
 
Diana Magrann, 5251 Marview Drive, addressed the Committee and voiced 
noted her concern for traffic safety;  potential decreased property values; 
her opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and her support for Alternative 
4 and private Walker Street access.  
 
Benjamin Zagorski, 5418 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced 
his concern for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; his 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and his support for Alternative 4 and 
private Walker Street access. 
 
Ismile Noorbaksh, 512 Mark Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced 
his opposition to Alternatives 1, 3, and 4 due to traffic safety concerns; and 
his support for Alternative 2. 
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James Thomas, 5509 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced his 
concern for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; his 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and his support for Alternative 4 and 
private Walker Street access. 
 
Billie Thomas, 5509 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced her 
concern for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; her 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and her support for Alternative 4 and 
private Walker Street access. 
 
Wallace Zimmerman, 7531 Anthony Circle, addressed the Committee and 
voiced his concern for traffic safety; his opposition to removing the cul-de-
sac; and supports Alternative 4 and private Walker Street access. 
 
Jerry Lomeli, 5429 Dirk Circle, addressed the Committee and voiced his 
concern for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; his 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac; and his support for Alternative 4 and 
private Walker Street access. 
 
Beatriz Chastine, 5388 Andrew Drive, addressed the Committee and noted 
she is new to area and that the dead end / cul-de-sac was desirable.  She 
said she would not have bought her home if she had known the Ozawa 
Development was an issue. 
 
Janelle Frese, 5438 Andrew Drive, addressed the Committee and voiced 
her concerns for traffic safety; potential decreased property values; and her 
opposition to removing the cul-de-sac, as it will change the lifestyle of all 
impacted residents.   

 
d) Committee Chair Lutz closed the Public Meeting at 8:50 pm.  
 
e) Committee Member Discussion. 
 

The Traffic Safety Committee Members voiced compassion for all residents 
involved.   

  
 Committee Member Ortega stated that he is proud to live in La Palma and 

resident’s comments will be used as an impact when the development item 
is presented to the City Council. 

  
f) Adopt a Resolution recommending Planning Commission select a 

preferred subdivision layout option (1, 2, 3, or 4) included as Exhibit A of 
the Resolution. 

 
Committee Member Jensen made a motion to adopt Resolution 2015-02 
recommending Tentative Tract Map (TTM) 17828 – 7601 and 7621 Walker 
Street does not require any further traffic study or analysis and mitigation 
measures are not required for the project to move forward through the 
entitlement process. 
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The motion was seconded by Committee Member Ortega and carried on 
the following vote:  

  
AYES: 

    
Jensen, Lutz, Ortega 

  
NOES: 

 
None 

  
ABSENT: 
 
RECUSED 

 
Alvis 
 
Almendralo 

 
 
PROCEDURAL ITEM 
 
A. It was recommended that the Traffic Safety Committee conduct its annual 

reorganization by selecting the positions of Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
Committee Chair Lutz entertained nominations for Chairperson. 
 
Committee Member Almendralo nominated Committee Member Jensen to serve 
as Chairperson. 

 
Committee Chair Lutz closed the nominations and Committee Member Jensen 
was elected by the following vote: 
 

  
AYES: 

 
Almendralo, Jensen, Lutz, Ortega 

  
NOES:  

 
None 

  
ABSENT: 

 
Alvis 

 
 Committee Chair Jensen entertained nominations for Vice Chairperson. 
 

Committee Chair Jensen nominated Committee Member Almendralo to serve as 
Vice Chairperson. 
 
Committee Chair Jensen closed the nominations and Committee Member 
Almendralo was elected by the following vote: 

 
  

AYES: 
 
Almendralo, Jensen, Lutz, Ortega 

  
NOES:  

 
None 

  
ABSENT: 

 
Alvis 

 
 
 
 
 



 

TSC Mtg Minutes 042715 

Traffic Safety Committee Meeting 
April 27, 2015 
Page 5 
 

REGULAR ITEMS  
 
None 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER REMARKS 
 
Committee Member Almendralo thanked the resident’s for attending the meeting and 
voicing their concerns. 
 
 
DIRECTORS REMARKS 
 
Director Belknap provided an update on the new signage installed at the Edison Right-of-
Way / Moody Street crosswalk.   
 
Director Belknap announced the next Traffic Safety Committee meeting is scheduled for 
July 27, 2015.    
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Committee Chair Jensen adjourned the Traffic Safety Committee meeting at 8:09 pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

Jan Jensen 
Committee Chair 

Attest:  
 
 

Michelle Rusu 
Administrative Secretary 
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City of La Palma     
Agenda Item No. 2 
 
 
MEETING DATE: July 25, 2016   
 
TO:   TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Mike Belknap, Community Services Director 
 
AGENDA TITLE: Committee Member Request:  Left Turn Phasing at La Palma 

Avenue and Walker Street 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is recommended that the Traffic Safety Committee Receive and File the report. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
In 2010, in order to receive Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) Measure M funding, 
the City Council Adopted Resolution 2010-60 approving a Local Signal Synchronization Plan for 
the City of La Palma.  The Plan included a traffic signal synchronization street route, a full traffic 
signal inventory, and a three-year funding plan.   
 
In 2011, after concerns were raised by residents and traffic accident history, a traffic study was 
conducted regarding the then existing protected-permissive left turns.  Results of the study and 
recommendations of the California Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) led the 
City Council to approve the installation of protected left-turn phasing at this intersection.   
 
In 2012, the City Council approved a Capital Improvement Project to remove and replace the 
existing median island and construct a new median curb which allowed for the left-turn pocket on 
La Palma Avenue westbound to be extended.  This project enabled more vehicles to enter the 
turn lane pocket, limiting the impact to through traffic.   
 
Since changing the left-turn phasing to protected-permissive, fewer vehicles were able to make a 
left turn in a phase cycle.  In May of this year, staff consulted with OCTA and worked with the 
City’s traffic engineering consultant Hartzog & Crabill to test different timing sequences and 
conduct observations to help alleviate the left-turn congestion.  Since then staff has been 
monitoring the left-turn movements.  In mid-June, staff performed a manual traffic count of the 
turn lanes.  At that time the maximum vehicles queued in each direction were as follows: 

 
North    5 
South   13 
East      4 
West     2 
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The direction listed is the destination of the turning vehicles.  At no time did the left-turn pockets 
not clear all vehicles for that phase cycle.   It appears that the timing change has made the 
necessary difference, but we will wait until school is in session to make the final determination. 
 
Cedarwood Lane @ La Palma Avenue:  Adding a “Keep Clear” Delineation 
Related to this item is that vehicles were backing up and affecting traffic exiting from Cedar Lane.  
A Committee member asked that this item be looked into and brought forward to the Traffic Safety 
Committee for discussion.  Staff believes that this situation has also been alleviated with the 
increased left-turn phasing and vehicle movement.  When the school year resumes, staff will 
monitor this as well.   
 
Staff will report back the early school year findings on this item to the Traffic Safety Committee at 
their next meeting. 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
_____________________   
Community Services Director    
 
  
 



 

 

www.ocfa.org July 21, 2016 

 
This week OCFA launched the first in a planned series of social media campaigns aimed at highlighting the 
different sections of our agency. A video introduction of our Air Ops section was posted on Facebook Monday, 
July 18, and will be reposted via other social media platforms today. Next week, the campaign will feature the 
firefighting capabilities of our Helo’s. Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and share the 
content with your own social media groups. We will be using the hashtag #ocfireairops with each of the posts.  
 
Last week, OCFA hosted the 18th Annual Fire Exploring Academy, housing 32 cadets at the OCFA Regional Fire 
Operations and Training Center. The academy provided explorers with a weeklong training that included 
classroom instruction, guest speakers, and five full days of hands-on firefighting activities. OCFA Board Vice Chair 
Beth Swift(Buena Park), and fellow Board Directors Craig Green (Placentia), and Joe Muller (Dana Point) stopped 
by to observe the cadets in action.  Topics included: Auto Extrication, Wildland Firefighting, A Day-in-the-Life of a 
Firefighter, Rescue Systems, and Fire Control III.  This year, OCFA cadets were joined by Explorers from the 
neighboring fire agencies of Orange City, Costa Mesa, and Anaheim.  The graduation ceremony was held July 16, 
at the Salvation Army in Tustin.  
  

 
OCFA Weekly News Coverage  
This report is for internal and research purposes only. All other uses are prohibited. 

For Board agendas, please visit http://www.ocfa.org and click on “Board Agendas/Minutes.” 

 
Weekly Fire Activity Report: This is a regular status update of available OCFA resources and a list of OCFA out of 
County resources jurisdiction and a list of out of county resources. 
 
Weather Outlook:  Above Normal Temperatures for July 22 – July 29.  For more information, please visit the 
National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center. 
 
Fire Outlook – Dry: Little or no risk of large fires in the absence of a “High Risk” event. You can obtain a 7-day 
forecast, monthly and/or seasonal by clicking here.    

file:///C:/Users/kellyzimmerman/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UKVVDFAF/www.ocfa.org
https://vimeo.com/174529919
https://www.facebook.com/OrangeCountyFire/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/OCFA_PIO
https://www.instagram.com/orangecountyfireauthority/
https://www.facebook.com/OCfirefighters/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1152777374773081
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 Battalion Chief Sanchez, crews from Engine 29 and Patrol 30 (C Shift) and Administrative Assistant Judy Rader provided 

an information booth for the 5th Annual Marine Corp Car Wash fundraiser in Dana Point. The event was on July 16 from 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

 Community Education Specialist Alexa Pratt provided a drowning prevention information booth at the William Woollett 
Aquatics Center in Irvine. The event was on July 18 from 3:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 20 (A Shift) provided an engine visit and drowning prevention information to a community event at 
Woodbury Recreation Center in Irvine. The program was on July 17 from 1:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 55 (A Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to the Orchard Hills Summer 
Academy in Irvine. The program was on July 18 from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.  

 

 Community Education Specialist Polly Bowen provided a disaster preparedness presentation to a neighborhood watch 
group in Laguna Niguel. The meeting was on July 20 from 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 31 (A Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to kids at the YMCA in Mission 
Viejo. The program was on July 18 from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m.  

 

 Community Education Specialist Polly Bowen provided a drowning prevention information booth at the Gomez 
Community Pool in Placentia. The event was on July 18 from 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 45 (C Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of local residents from 
Rancho Santa Margarita. The program was on July 16 from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

 Community Education Specialist Polly Bowen provided a drowning prevention information booth for the San Clemente 
Ocean Festival. The event was on July 17 from 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 7 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of students from 
Saddleback Valley Christian School in San Juan Capistrano. The program was on July 20 from 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Truck 75 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to students at Roosevelt Elementary 
School in Santa Ana. The program was on July 19 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m.  

 
 Assistant Fire Marshal Nick Pivaroff attended the East Orange County Fire Safe Council’s “Fire & Ice” event, put on by 

Bruce Newell. The event was July 17th at OCFA Station 16 in Silverado and provided canyon wildfire safety information.   
 

 Assistant Fire Marshal Nick Pivaroff attended the East Orange County Fire Safe Council’s “Fire & Ice” event, put on by 
Bruce Newell, last Sunday, July 17th at FS16 and provided canyon wildfire safety information.   

 

 Fire Prevention Specialist Kim Brown attended the East Orange County Fire Safe Council’s “Fire & Ice” event at OCFA 
Station 14 in Silverado on July 21.  Brown discussed grant information, as wells as defensible space and other wildfire 
safety issues.   
 

 Crew from Engine 37 (C Shift) provided drowning prevention information and an engine visit to the Tustin Family and 
Youth Center. The visit was on July 16 from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.    

 

 Crew from Engine 37 (A Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to a local preschool in Tustin. The 
program was on July 17 from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m.  

 

 Fire Prevention Specialist Teri Merritt staffed the North Tustin Fire Safe Council/Gruette Tree Service’s Invasive Tree 
Pests & Tree Mortality event. The event was July 17 at Bent Tree Park in Tustin and provided information on wildfire 
safety, including and defensible space. 

 



 
 
 
 

 Crew from Truck 43 (A Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to students at Tustin Summer 
Academy. The program was on July 18 from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 21 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group from the Orange 
County Rescue Mission in Tustin.  The event was on July 19 from 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.    

 

 Crew from Station 21 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of international students 
visiting Tustin. The tour was on July 21 from 11 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  

 

 Community Education Specialists Polly Bowen and Alexa Pratt provided an information booth for the Sigler Park Safety 
Day in Westminster. The event was on July 20 from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   

 

 Crews from Engine 64, Engine 66 and Truck 64 (B Shift) participated in the Sigler Park Safety Day in Westminster. The 
event was on July 20 from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.    

 

 Crew from Station 53 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of students from Fun 
4 Kids Preschool in Yorba Linda. The program was on July 20 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
 

 



 

 
Ladera Ranch 
Structure Fire – July 14 - A fire in the kitchen of Corky’s Kitchen on Antonio Parkway in Ladera was reported from the location at 10:41 a.m. 
Engine 58 arrived onscene, requested a working structure assignment, and assumed Ladera Incident Command. Engine 58 gave a primary 
all clear and knockdown of the fire at 10:48 a.m. Engine 58 and Truck 9 confirmed a fire within the hood and duct system. The incident was 
called under control at 11:01 a.m. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Casario, B4 
Cause:      Under Investigation 
 
Irvine 
Structure Fire – July 14 - Flames from an apartment patio on Quail Ridge in Irvine were reported at 7:08 p.m. Engine 47 arrived onscene 
reporting active fire from a balcony, requested a balance to a working structure assignment, and assumed Quail Ridge Incident Command. 
Battalion 5 arrived onscene and assumed Incident Command. At 7:20 p.m., Engine 51 knocked down the patio fire and checked for extension 
in the involved unit. Engine 51 called primary all clear at 7:25 p.m. All city notifications were made by Division 2. The incident was called 
under control at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Lockhart, B5 
Cause:      Accidental 
 
Costa Mesa 
Vegetation Fire – July 15 - ORC units were requested by Costa Mesa Fire for a small vegetation fire in the marsh area of Talbert Park on 
Victoria Street at approximately 5 p.m. Helicopter 2, Battalion 9, and Battalion 5 were dispatched as well as the Heli Tender 41 for Helicopter 
fuel support. At 5:52 p.m. Engine 347 and Engine 370 were sent as the closest type 3 single increments; one hand crew module was also 
dispatched with a crew boss for mop up. 
 
Incident Commander:    Costa Mesa, B8 
 
Buena Park 
Structure Fire – July 15 - A report of a person trapped and hanging out of a window of an apartment with fire on Kingman Avenue in Buena 
Park was reported at 12:29 a.m. No audible smoke detectors were heard per the reporting party. A first alarm structure assignment with a 
code 3 ambulance was dispatched. Engine 61 and Truck 61 arrived onscene with nothing showing, moments later as Truck 61 laddered the 
rear of the complex they confirmed a working fire and requested a working structure assignment. The fire victim self-extricated; jumping 
and falling behind a wall with limited access for rescue. Battalion 8 arrived onscene and assumed Incident Command. Engine 13 and 
Anaheim Engine 11 were assigned to search and effect a rescue of this patient. Engine 13 found and assessed the patient, the patient 
refused treatment. The fire was knocked down at 12:49 a.m. with primary all clear at 12:50 a.m. Duty Chief, Cruz, made all city notifications. 
The Incident Commander released all units with the exception of Engine 61, Engine 13, and Investigator 55 at 12:58 a.m. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Zimmerman, B8 
Cause:      Under Investigation 
 
Irvine 
Remote Rescue – July 16 - A medical aid was reported within the Irvine Wilderness Park at approximately 9:10 a.m. A male hiker with chief 
complaint of cardiac related illness on Fox Run Trail ¼ mile from Serrano Ridge requested assistance and a full REMOTE response was 
dispatched. OCSD was advised and they coordinated their copters for search. DUKE1 responded from JWA. Park rangers also responded to 
assist locating the patient. The helicopter spotted the patient while he was waving an emergency blanket. The Helicopter 2 rescuer was 
lowered and hoisted the patient into the helicopter where the on-board paramedic evaluated and treated the patient while enroute to 
Mission Hospital in Mission Viejo at approximately 9:51 a.m. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Schultz, B5 
 
Santa Ana 
Structure Fire – July 18 - At 10:49 a.m., a structure response was dispatched to Walnut Street in Santa Ana. Engine 75 arrived on scene at 
10:53 a.m. with smoke showing from the rear of a multi-family residence. A vehicle caught fire and spread to an adjacent structure and 
another vehicle. At 10:57 a.m., the assignment was upgraded to a working structure response. An additional medic and two ambulances 
were also dispatched for a possible report of two children in an upstairs room. At 11:01 a.m., an all-clear was reported with no victims 
inside. The fire was reported knocked down at 11:17 a.m. Edison responded along with the Gas Company for a gas meter leak. A city 
building official and the Red Cross responded to assist with 24 displaced residents from four apartments. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Espinosa, B9 
Cause:      Intentional 

 



 Incidents By Major Category

for Period:  7/4/2016 - 7/10/2016

CITY/JURISDICTION FIRE OVER -

PRESSURE

RUPTURE

EMS/

RESCUE

CALL

HAZMAT SERVICE

CALL

GOOD

 INTENT

CALL

FALSE

CALL
NATURAL OTHER TOTAL

 0  0  19  0  3  1  0  18 ALISO VIEJO  44  3 

 9  0  107  1  4  4  0  12 BUENA PARK  151  14 

 3  0  44  0  5  1  0  15 CYPRESS  73  5 

 0  0  50  0  2  0  0  3 DANA POINT  67  12 

 6  0  171  1  10  30  0  30 IRVINE  272  24 

 1  0  1  0  0  0  0  0 IRVINE - MCE  2  0 

 0  0  4  0  0  1  0  1 IRVINE - UCI  7  1 

 0  0  18  0  0  0  0  4 LA PALMA  22  0 

 1  0  51  0  4  1  0  3 LAGUNA HILLS  62  2 

 1  0  49  0  5  2  0  13 LAGUNA NIGUEL  75  5 

 0  0  78  0  3  1  0  19 LAGUNA WOODS  105  4 

 2  1  84  1  1  4  0  11 LAKE FOREST CITY  109  5 

 0  0  7  0  2  1  0  4 LOS ALAMITOS  14  0 

 2  1  97  0  3  3  0  18 MISSION VIEJO  130  6 

 1  1  31  0  6  0  0  12 PLACENTIA  52  1 

 0  0  50  0  0  2  0  1 RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA  55  2 

 2  1  74  1  2  2  0  16 SAN CLEMENTE  108  10 

 2  0  62  1  4  7  0  12 SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO  95  7 

 10  1  281  3  8  9  0  93 SANTA ANA  450  45 

 1  0  45  4  5  1  0  23 SEAL BEACH  81  2 

 2  0  42  0  2  2  0  18 STANTON  73  7 

 0  0  79  0  3  4  0  10 TUSTIN  107  11 

 0  0  0  0  2  0  0  2 VILLA PARK  7  3 

 2  0  92  0  6  1  0  29 WESTMINSTER  135  5 

 1  0  35  1  1  2  0  15 YORBA LINDA  61  6 

UNINCORPORATED  18  0  7  9  7  5  75  0  3  124 

TOTAL  400  49  5  1646  18  88  189  86  0  2481 
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Take a Hike: An Easy Way to Support Golden State’s Precious Resources 
 

S ummer is a perfect me to enjoy the outdoors 
in our beau ful state.  The centennial 

anniversary of the Na onal Park Service is an 
occasion to highlight the California Department of 
Parks and Recrea on with its mission to preserve 
biological diversity, protect natural and cultural 
resources, and provide access to outdoor 
recrea on.  There are nearly 1.6 million acres of 
forests, coastlines, deserts, hiking and motorized 
trails, and other areas in California that provide 
physical, educa onal, and inspira onal 
opportuni es with 280 designated park units.  
 

Over the years, state parks have been affected by significant fiscal challenges.  The California State Park Stewardship 
Act (Chapter 533, Statutes of 2012) required the department to develop an ac on plan to increase revenues.   

The Stewardship Act and a more recent law (Chapter 664, Statutes of 2014) called for a mul disciplinary 
independent commission to review prac ces and create a new vision for long-term sustainability.  The  
commission’s 2015 report offered recommenda ons to be er posi on the department to meet future demands;  
build and nurture partnerships to expand services; expand park access for all Californians; and a ract stable and 
diversified funding sources.   

Last year, in Orange County, there were 
about 9.5 million annual visitors at the 8 
state parks within the area, resul ng in 
nearly $24 million in revenue to support 
the California State Parks system. 

While the California State Parks mission 
includes providing for the “health, 
inspira on, and educa on of the people 
of California” through its services, all 
Californians can help ensure this mission 
is sustainable by suppor ng and visi ng 
our state parks.  Visit www.parks.ca.gov to 
learn more. 

 

Did You Know...? 
 

CA State Parks have  
more than 67 million 
visitors each year! 

 
The CA Department of 
Parks and Recreation 
sells a variety of annual 
passes to cut costs for 
frequent visitors, seniors, 
veterans, and people 
with disabilities. 



State Cash Report  
Findings for June 

 

F or the third straight month, 
California state revenues fell below 

expecta ons in June. 
 
Of the state’s three major revenue 
sources, only corpora on taxes were 
higher than projected, coming in at $2.5 
billion, according to State Controller 
Be y Yee’s monthly cash report. 
 
Personal income taxes of $10.3 billion, 
which are known for their vola lity, fell 
$803.8 million short of es mates the 
Governor issued in May.  Retail sales and 
use taxes of $2.4 billion also missed 
those projec ons by $14.5 million. 
 
June 30 marked the end of a fiscal year 
that saw corpora on taxes fall $698 
million short of projec ons in the state 
budget, while sales taxes missed 
es mates by $307.5 million.  Overall, 
total state revenues for the 2015-16 
fiscal year outpaced budget projec ons 
by $978.6 million, due largely to personal 
income taxes bea ng expecta ons by 
almost $1.8 billion.  
 
As Controller Yee predicted last summer, 
California did not have to pursue 
external borrowing in the 2015-16 fiscal 
year.  The state only did $646.2 of 
internal borrowing, which was less than 
half of what had been expected just two 
months ago. 

California State Controller Betty T. Yee 
 

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1850 
Sacramento, California  95814 

(916) 445-2636 
 

888 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 2050 
Los Angeles, California  90017 

(213) 833-6010 
 

www.sco.ca.gov   ●   EOinquiry@sco.ca.gov   ●   Twi er: @CAController   ●   Facebook: California State Controller’s Office 

Search for  
Unclaimed Property 

Receive Monthly Cash 
Report and Analysis 

CA Gasoline Consump on 
is Key Economic Indicator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C alifornia’s gasoline consump on in recent years shows a strengthening 
economy.  As employment has risen, so has work-related commuter traffic.  

A recent report by the California State Board of Equaliza on revealed gasoline 
consump on during FY 2014-2015 was the largest annual increase in more than 
10 years, though California households s ll consume less gas than the na onal 
average.  From 2002-2011, California’s share of U.S. gasoline consump on 
declined from 11.2 percent to 10.8 percent. 
 
California’s gas consump on is a key barometer of economic health.  The ups 
and downs of gasoline use also have an effect on the health of the environment 
and funding for transporta on infrastructure.   
 
The California Transporta on Commission’s report shows steady declines in 
gasoline tax revenue as more fuel-efficient vehicles travel longer distances with 
the same amount of gas.  This decline in gas consump on means a helpful 
reduc on in carbon emissions that exacerbate climate change.  However, it also 
means less state revenue, which could delay $754 million worth of maintenance 
projects for highways, streets, and roads.  Explore the detailed impacts and 
trends in your region here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: California State Board of Equaliza on (February 2016) 



FRIDAY 
August 12, 2016  

9:00am to 12:00pm 

Cerritos College 
-Student Center- 

11110 Alondra Blvd.  

Norwalk, CA 90650 

Local organizations and  
agencies will  provide: 

*Free Health Screenings 
*Health Education  
*Food Assistance  

Programs Information 
*Veterans Assistance 
*Consumer Protection      
Education/ Elder Law 

 

*Social Security and  
Medicare Information 

And much more!  
 

NO RSVP is required.  
For more information, please call   

(562) 860-5050 

 

Senior Fair 

Congresswoman Sánchez speaks with  
a constituent at her 2015 Senior Fair. 

This flyer was prepared, published, and printed at taxpayer expense.   

CONGRESSWOMAN  
LINDA SÁNCHEZ 



VIERNES 
12 de Agosto 2016 

9:00 a.m a 12:00 p.m 
 

Cerritos College 
-Student Center- 

11110 Alondra Blvd.  

Norwalk, CA 90650 

 
Organizaciones y Agencias locales  

ofreceran recursos  
gratuitos incluyendo:  

 
                *Examenes de Salud  
            *Educacion Sobre la Salud 
             *Programas de Alimentacion  

    *Asistencia Para Veteranos 
    *Educacion Sobre la Proteccion al  

                             Consumidor 
   *Seguro Social  

      *Información de Medicare  

 

NO se require RSVP.  
Para mas información, favor de llamar al 

(562) 860-5050 

 

Feria Para Personas de la 
Tercera Edad  

Congresista Sánchez dirigiendo  
informacion a un constituyente en la 

feria del 2015.  

Este volante fue producido, publicado y enviado por correo de los gastos de los contribuyentes de impuestos.  

LA CONGRESISTA  
LINDA SÁNCHEZ 
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